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him. The cleft between the rocks is skilfully used to show
a Naga and Nagini, and other snake-deities, as coming up
from the depths of the ocean, drawn by the ascetic's mag-
netic power, to pay him homage."
At Sravana Belgola in Mysore, which is the chief seat
of the Jains in South India, are two hills, called Indra-
betta and Chandra-betta. On the summit of the former
stands a colossal stone figure of Gomatesvara, Gummata,
or Gomata Raya, which, according to the inscriptions, was
erected about 983 A.D. by Chamunda Raya, the minister
of the Ganga king Rachamalla. The figure is nude, and
surrounded up to the thighs by "white-ant" hills, from
which snakes emerge, with the tendrils of a climbing plant
entwined round the legs and arms. The hair is curled in
spiral ringlets, and the lobes of the ears are represented as
having been artificially dilated. The height of the figure
is given as 57 feet. Other colossal statues, resembling the
figure at Sravana Belgola, are situated on the summits of
hills outside the towns of Karkal and Venur or Yenur in
South Canara. In connection with the statues of Bahu-
balin or Gummata Jinapati at Karkal, there is a legend
that Bahabalin was so absorbed in meditation in the forest,
that climbing plants grew over him. A character, which
all the colossal figures possess in common, is that the
arms are so long that the tips of the fingers reach nearly
to the knees. One of the good qualities of Sir Thomas
Munro, the celebrated Governor of Madras, was that he
resembled Rama in that his hands reached to his knees;
or, in other words, he possessed the good qualities of an
Ajanubahu, which is the heritage of kings, or those who
have blue blood in them. Rob Roy, it may be remem-
bered, was able to tie his garters without stooping, as his
hands reached below his knees.